
YANKTON COLLEGE ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
For outstanding contributions in their chosen field of endeavor 

 
1972 Dr. Alvin Hansen ’10 
 Dr. Chester B. McVay ’33 
 Kenyon Cull ’52 
 Dr. Warner Imig ’35 
 Dr. Arthur Wilson ’22 
 
1973 Judge Fred Nichol ’33 
 Robert B. August ’43 
 Theo (Liddell ’32) Beghe 

Lester “Barney” Kremer ’33 
Milton G. Tiede ’51 
Dr. John Breukelman ’23 

 
1974 Faye Corrine Frick ’16 

Dr. Herman S. Wigodsky ’36 
Dr. T.H. ’37 & Isabel (Reedy ’40) Sattler 

 
1975 Frank J. Brady ‘42 

George Means ’41 
Dr. Mary Lou (Gerlinger ’45) Purcell  
Dr. Carman Sutley '35 

 
1976 Marian (Kalayjian ’26) Gabriel 

Robert Winter ’63 
Morgan T. Smith ’42 

 
1977 Dr. Wallace A. Arneson ’37  
 Dr. Delmar E. Solem ’37  
 Robert M. Oates ’37  
 Walter Schaefer ’60 

Harold Strobel ’52 
 
1978 Barbara (Bates ’38) Gunderson  
 Dr. Edwin M. LaBounty ’48 

Dr. Robert S. McKean ’28 
Silvanus E. “Van” Freier ’53 

 
1979 Dr. Willard W. Grosz ’59 

James Cope ’54 
Dr. Earl Rose ‘49 

 
1980 Dr. John C. Stuelpnagel ’55 

Henry J. Jordan ’70 
Ruth (Bennett ‘30) & Ernest R. Vanden Berge ‘30 

 
1981 Lloyd E. Jones ’31 

Charles Alseth ’41 
Irv Otis ‘49 

 
 
 

 
1982 E.W. “Wally” Boyles ’52 

Marion (Potts ’41) Nash 
 
1983 M. Wilfred “Wil” Goding ’33 
 Rev. Dr. George Robie ‘64  

Don Kortan ‘64 
 
1984 Frank Yaggie x’35 

Willard Fejfar ‘39 
 
1990 Dr. John E. Turner '39  
 Eugene Thin Elk '75 
 
1992 Lt. Gen. Robert H. Warren x'38  

Dr. Gabor Boritt '62 
 

1994 Leo Brenna '51 
LeRoy Brenna '53 
Charles Wright '63 
 

1996 Dr. Frank Main '66 
 
1998 Rev. Dr. Steve Patterson '81 

Roger Meade '70 
 

2000 Roger Grow ‘84 
 Dr. Jack Koenig ‘56 

James Nelson ‘51 
 

2002 Dr. Cecil B. Drain x’65 
 Dr. Robert C. Wilson ‘69 
 
2004 Dr. Carl M. Frank ‘57 

Dr. Kent “Doc” Frank x’59  
Dr. Gary A. Hewer ‘62 
 

2006 David Elder ‘64 
Bob Medeck ‘65 
Phyllis (Ray x’33) O’Connor 
 

2008 Dr. Joan (Richardson ’66) Wink 
Thomas Williams ‘73 
 

2010 Perry Strombeck ‘61 
Bruce Pirnie ‘64 
Michael Jaffe ’67 
 

2012 Kay (Morast ’52) & Gene Knepprath ’51 
Jennifer (Vondracek ‘78) & Ted Powell ‘78 
 



 
 
 
2014 Marilyn (Tunberg ‘57) Nyberg 

Howard Waldron ‘75 
 

2016 David Bell ‘71 
Steve Michaud ‘72 
Dr. Tom Stanage ’77 
 

2018 Dr. Roosevelt Weaver ‘62  
Dr. Warren Peterson ‘63  
Thomas Martino ‘70 
 

2022 Sydney Beane ‘64 
James Tinsley ‘68 
Jeanne (Marbach ’57) Ranek 
Merlyn Anderson ‘64 
Robert Crook ‘74 
Greg Seifert ‘76 
 

2024 Marilyn Thum Kratz ‘80 
 Doug MacTavish ‘70 
 Doug Paterson ‘68 
 Janice (Schmidt ’81) Schiferl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YANKTON COLLEGE SERVICE AWARD 
For significant service and contributions to Yankton College 
 
1972 Dr. Evelyn Hohf '26 
 
1973 Dorothy (Lister ’32) Paterson Cheney 
 
1974 Elva T. (Triggs ’30) Stuelpnagel 
 
1975 Jean (Madole ’36) Carlstrom 
 
1976 Lucile A. Hatz x’23 
 
1977  Sadie Elizabeth Johnson ’17 
 
1978 Cle (Heck ’28) Youngworth 
 
1979 Charley Trantina ’51 

A. P. Schenk ‘39 
 

1980 Elinor (Haney ’31) & Philo Larrabee ‘30 
Lyle Rich ‘30 
Helen (Richards ’40) & Gerald E. Tupper ‘39 
 

1981 John Barker x’30 
 
 
1982 Kathryn “Kay” (Berry ’42) Means 
 
1983 Marilyn (Tunberg ’57) & Dr. James Nyberg x’57 

Don Kortan ‘64 
 
1984 Miriam (Lindeman ’34) Parsons 
 
1992 Alta (Flamming '49) Kussman 
 
1994 Eugene Brinkmeyer '53, BTh ‘55 
 
1996 Don Rasmussen '41 
 
1998 Dr. Willis F. Stanage ‘44 
 
2000 Ron Bertsch ‘65 
 
2002 B. Joan (Bunnell ’57) Neubauer 
 
2006 Bill Bobzin ‘65 
 
2010 Paul Rehfuss ‘61 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2011 Myrna Andersen ‘63 

Virgil Andersen ‘65 
Danforth-Gross Family 

 
2014 Carol (Kasulka ‘62) Boos 

Bob Titus ‘49 
 

2016 Betty (Bement ‘50) Eis 
Marian Danforth-White ‘71 
 

2018 Marley Ann (Brosz ED’56) & Rev. Paul Opsahl 
‘57/BTh’58 
Peter O’Toole ‘71 
 

2022 Francis “Jerry” Handfield ‘66 
Don “Murdo” Edwards x’74 
Elaine (Gurney x’42) & Morgan T. Smith ‘42 
 

2024 Lee Gass ‘80 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YANKTON COLLEGE PRO CAUSA AWARD 
For a non-alum’s significant contribution to Yankton College 
 
1972 Mildred E. Smith 

Lyle Rogers 
Ken Jones 
 

1973 Dr. Brooks Ranney 
Wesley R. Neufeld 
Lloyd E. Rhian, Sr. 

 
1974 Dr. and Mrs. George F. Stoll 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin “Hap” Rhian 
Les Helgeland 

 
1975 Dr. J. Laiten & Lucy Weed 
 
1976 Rev. Orlan & Verlene Mitchell 
 
1977 Dwight Hauff 
 
1978 Mrs. Virginia (Robert) Shoemaker 
 
1979 LeRoy & Claudia Hoffman 

Dr. John & Sally Ward Hills 
 
1980 Dr. Robert Hohf 
 
1981 Don C. Peterson 
 
1982 Harrison Brosz 
 
1983 Aylene Spevak 
 
1984 Doris Schenk 
 
1994 Bob & Phyllis Karolevitz 
 
1996 Georgie Evander 
 
1998 Howard “Hod” Nielsen 
 
2000 Dr. Charles Kaufman 
 
2002 Rev. Jerry Bailey 
 
2004 Andy (posthumously) & Neta Thompson 
 
2010 Cathy Rehfuss 
 
2012 Elaine Rasmussen 
 
2014 Dr. Michael Marek 
 

 
 
 
2016 John Varvel 
 
2018 Jan Bertsch 
 Jan Garrity 
 
2022 Phyllis Karolevitz 

Yankton School District, Superintendent, 
Dr. Wayne Kindle 

 
2024 Jill Karolevitz 
 
 


